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************************************************************************ 

About this Newsletter: 

 

This newsletter is prepared and distributed by members of the Massachusetts Emergency 

Contraception Network. To contribute a news item or remove your name from the 

newsletter circulation list, please write to: Stacie@prochoicemass.org.  We reserve the 

right to check and edit items as appropriate.  

 

  

 

In this Issue: 

 

In Massachusetts: 

 

1. New EC Law Goes into Effect Today 

2. Victory for EC in the ER 

3. EC Network Begins Collecting Names of Pharmacists Interested in EC Pharmacy 

Access 

 

Around the US: 

 

1. House Lawmakers File “Plan B for Plan B Act” 

2. Mother Jones Prints Detailed Timeline on EC Access 

3. New Hampshire: 200 Pharmacists Trained to Dispense EC Directly 

4. Wisconsin: Attorney General Wants to Sue FDA over Plan B Delay 

5. Illinois: Walgreens Places Pharmacists on Leave for Refusing to Fill EC Rx 

6. Alaska: Medical Board Votes Against Proposal to Require Physician Consult for 

EC 

 

Around the World: 

 

1. United Kingdom: Proportion of Women Getting EC through Pharmacy Nearly 

Doubles 

2. Chile: Supreme Court Rules Sale of EC Constitutional 

 

************************************************************************ 
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In Massachusetts 
 

1. New EC Law Goes into Effect Today 

 

The new emergency contraception (EC) law goes into effect December 14, ninety days 

after it was passed over the Governor’s veto.   On December 12, the Department of 

Public Health sent a letter to all acute care hospitals outlining the requirements for 

providing EC to rape survivors, effective December 14.  The Board of Registration in 

Pharmacy has also posted guidelines on their website for pharmacist dispensing of EC.  

Once pharmacists have completed an accredited training, signed an agreement with a 

physician, and met the other prerequisites in the guidelines, they will be able to begin 

offering EC to women who come in without a doctor’s prescription. 

 

For more information, please click on the links below: 

http://mass.gov/dph/dhcq/emergency_contraception.htm (click MS Word links, not PDF) 

http://www.massecnetwork.org/ 

  

 

2. Victory for EC in the ER 

 

On December 8, the Governor announced that he is abandoning his plan to allow private 

hospitals to opt out of providing emergency contraception (EC) to rape survivors. 

Activists flooded the Governor's office with phone calls, protesting his original position 

to put hospitals’ interests above the health care needs of women who have been raped.  

Legislators and Attorney General Tom Reilly also came down firmly on the side of rape 

survivors and, under pressure, Governor Romney was forced to join.   

The EC Network will continue our work to make sure that the new EC law is 

implemented – including making sure that rape survivors get the care they need.  

 

For more information, please click on the link below: 

http://www.massecnetwork.org/newsnresources/news.shtml 

 

 

3. EC Network Begins Collecting Names of Pharmacists Interested in EC Pharmacy 

Access 

 

The EC Network is committed to assisting pharmacists who want to participate in the EC 

pharmacy access program by keeping them informed of training opportunities and 

facilitating the process of obtaining an agreement with a physician.  Numerous 

pharmacists at a recent continuing education session signed up for more information.  If 

you are a pharmacist who is interested in participating or you know a pharmacist who 

might be interested, please have them email stacie@prochoicemass.org.  The EC 

Network also plans to help women locate participating pharmacists through our website 

at http://www.massECnetwork.org.   
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For more information, contact Stacie at: Stacie@prochoicemass.org or call  

617-556-8800 x15 

 

 

Around the U.S. 
 

1. House Lawmakers File “Plan B for Plan B Act” 

 

Four members of Congress, Reps. Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.), Christopher Shays (R-

Conn.), Joseph Crowley (D-N.Y.) and Jay Inslee (D-Wash.), filed a bill that would grant 

automatic approval for over-the-counter sales of Plan B if the FDA does not make a 

decision on Barr Labs’ application within 30 days of the bill’s passage. 

 

For more information, please click on the link below: 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=33520 

 

2. Mother Jones Prints Detailed Timeline on EC Access 

 

Mother Jones magazine publishes a comprehensive timeline on EC, including actions by 

the FDA, state legislatures, medical associations, and others.  

 

For more information, please click on the link below: 

http://www.motherjones.com/news/update/2005/11/planb_timeline.html 

 

3. New Hampshire: 200 Pharmacists Trained to Dispense EC Directly 

  

Six months after passage of the EC pharmacy access law in New Hampshire, 200 

pharmacists have received training to participate in the program. The training addresses 

pharmacists’ personal views on EC, side effects, liability and other issues. 

 

For more information, please click on the links below: 

http://www.boston.com/news/local/new_hampshire/articles/2005/12/12/200_pharmacists

_attend_training_for_morning_after_pill/ 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=34297  

 

 

4. Wisconsin: Attorney General Wants to Sue FDA over Plan B Delay 

Wisconsin Attorney General Peg Lautenschlager asked the governor for permission to 

sue the FDA for delaying a decision on whether to make Plan B available over-the-

counter.  She sites the harm to rape survivors who want access to EC immediately and the 

cost to the state for unplanned pregnancies. The governor has instructed the Department 

of Health and Family Services to work with the Department of Justice, but has not yet 

authorized the lawsuit. 
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For more information, please click on the links below: 

http://www.twincities.com/mld/pioneerpress/news/local/13306819.htm 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=34112 

 

 

5. Walgreens Places Pharmacists on Leave in Illinois for Refusing to Fill EC Rx 

  

Walgreens placed four Illinois pharmacists on unpaid leave for refusing to fill 

prescriptions for EC.  Illinois has a state rule that requires pharmacies that sell any 

contraceptives to fill prescriptions for EC.  Walgreens offered to help the pharmacists 

obtain licenses in Missouri which does not have a state rule on EC. 

 

For more information, please click on the links below: 

http://www.boston.com/business/healthcare/articles/2005/12/01/walgreens_places_4_pha

rmacists_on_leave/ 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=34082 

1 pharmacist returns to work- 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=34167 

Advocacy group files complaint- 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=34222 

 

 

6. Alaska: Medical Board Votes against Proposal to Require Physician Consult for 

EC 

 

The Alaska State Medical Board rejected a proposal that would have required women to 

see a physician before they could obtain EC from a pharmacist. Currently, Alaska is one 

of eight states that allows women to purchase EC from a pharmacist without a 

prescription through a collaborative practice agreement.   

 

For more information, please click on the link below: 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=33291 

 

 

 

Around the World: 
 

1. United Kingdom: Proportion of Women Getting EC through Pharmacy Nearly 

Doubles 
 

The proportion of women in the United Kingdom who purchased nonprescription 

emergency contraception from a pharmacy nearly doubled from 27% in 2003-2004 to 

50% in 2004-2005, according to a report from the U.K. Office for National Statistics.  

The UK approved nonprescription sales of EC in 2001.  Although the law is affecting 

how women obtain the pill, the proportion of women between the ages of 16 and 49 who 
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used the pill at least once has remained unchanged at about 6% since 2003.  Other 

statistics on EC usage are also contained in the report. 

 

For more information, please click on the link below: 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=33436 

 

 

2. Chile: Supreme Court Rules Sale of EC Constitutional 
 

Chile's Supreme Court ruled unanimously that none of the country's laws bar the sale of 

EC.  Antiabortion groups had claimed that EC is similar to an abortion, which is illegal in 

Chile. The Chilean government distributes EC at no cost to women who have been raped. 

 

For more information, please click on the link below: 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=34020 

 

 

 

 

The Massachusetts Emergency Contraception Network provides a forum for those 

interested in improving access to and knowledge of emergency contraception - including 

medical providers, community organizations, and government agencies - to share ideas, 

coordinate resources, and maximize the impact of our work on the shared public health 

goal of reducing unintended pregnancies.  

 

For more information concerning the Massachusetts Emergency Contraception Network 

please contact 617 556 8800 x15, or stacie@prochoicemass.org. 


