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About this Newsletter:

This newsletter is prepared and distributed by members of the Massachusetts Emergency Contraception
Network. To contribute a news item or remove your name from the newsletter circulation list, please write
to: Stacie@prochoicemass.org. We reserve the right to check and edit items as appropriate.
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In Massachusetts

Stop and Shop Encourages Pharmacists to Participate in EC Law

Stop and Shop pharmacy has taken steps to make EC available to women who walk
in without a prescription. The chain joins several other independent pharmacies
taking the lead in participating in the new law. Stop and Shop has obtained standing
orders for EC signed by a local physician. The standing order serves as an agreement
between the pharmacist and physician and outlines the circumstances under which EC
may be dispensed. Individual pharmacists working for Stop and Shop must still
complete the required training on EC before they can dispense EC directly to

women. It’s still important for consumers to call ahead to be sure that there is a
participating pharmacist on duty before going to any Stop and Shop pharmacy.

Please check the website (http://www.massECnetwork.org) for an updated list of
participating pharmacies and encourage your local pharmacist at Stop and Shop and
other stores to take part. You can download your Pharmacy Access Action Kit at
http://www.massECnetwork.org for tips on talking to your pharmacist and a flyer to
give him or her.

For more information, please contact Stacie at 617-556-8800 x15 or
stacie@prochoicemass.org.

Around the U.S.

FDA Officials Give Insight Into Plan B Application Process in Lawsuit
Depositions

Former commissioner of the FDA, Mark McClellan, had a discussion with White
House official Jay Lefkowitz about Plan B when the drug's application for
nonprescription sales was pending, according to a Center for Reproductive Rights
attorney. The FDA has postponed its decision regarding nonprescription sales of
emergency contraception indefinitely, and two top FDA officials testified in April
that former Commissioner Lester Crawford excluded them from the approval process.
Crawford said in a deposition last month that his reservations centered on
enforcement of the seventeen year age minimum and he had expected the application
to be approved or denied within six to nine months.

For more information, please click the links below:

McClellan-
http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_1D=37243
Crawford-
http://news.bostonherald.com/national/view.bg?articleid=143532




2. FDA rejects Citizen’s Petition to Grant EC Over-the-Counter Status

On Friday, June 9, the FDA rejected the Center for Reproductive Right’s 2001
citizen’s petition requesting EC products be granted over-the-counter status. This
citizen’s petition was separate from Barr Labs’ application for over-the-counter status
and has no bearing on that decision. The announcement came several days before
former FDA Commissioner Mark McClellan was questioned in a court-ordered
deposition, taken as part of the Center’s lawsuit against the FDA.

For more information, please click the link below:

http://www.reproductiverights.org/pr 06 _0612McClellanDeposition.html

3. Study Finds Unintended Pregnancy Rate Increasing Among Poorer Women,
Decreasing Among More Affluent Women

A report by the Guttmacher Institute released May 4th, 2006 finds a growing gap in
the unintended pregnancy and abortion rates between poor and affluent women. U.S.
women with incomes below the federal poverty line (FPL) in 2001 were four times as
likely to have an unintended pregnancy and three times as likely to have an abortion
as women with incomes over 200% of FPL.

For more information, please click on the link below:

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=37050

4. Physicians Launch Campaign Urging Women To Seek Advance Prescription for
EC

In early May, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists launched the
“Ask Me” campaign to encourage women to obtain an advance prescription for
emergency contraception. Since EC is most effective within 72 hours after
unprotected sex, it can be difficult to obtain a prescription in time, especially during
weekends and holidays. ACOG is providing its 49,000 members with posters and
other materials to aid the campaign and encourage women to ask about EC.
According to the Dallas Morning News, the campaign may face resistance from
women due to the confusion of EC with the abortion pill, women’s fears that the
stigma of promiscuity will accompany asking for an advance prescription of EC, and
some women’s concerns that if it is easy to acquire, it will become a routine
contraceptive.

For more information, please click the links below:



http://www .kaisernetwork.org/daily reports/rep index.cfm?DR ID=37107
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/stories/051006dnnatpill
.18016596.html

5. Pharmacist who Refuses to Fill EC Prescriptions Fired, Lawsuit Dismissed

A pharmacist filed suit against a Wisconsin Wal-Mart for religious discrimination
when he was fired for refusing to help women who called or arrived at the pharmacy
with prescriptions for oral contraception. The judge dismissed the lawsuit in early
June, arguing that the pharmacist’s refusal to help these women failed to meet Wal-
Mart’s expectations of an employee. The judge further noted that Wal-Mart did
accommodate the man’s religious views by having other pharmacists fill prescriptions
for EC.

For more information, please click the link below:

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=37708

6. Poll finds Connecticut Catholics support morning-after pill legislation

A Quinippiac University poll shows that 78 percent of registered voters in
Connecticut and 74 percent of Connecticut Catholics believe hospitals should provide
emergency contraception to rape survivors. Despite this, a bill that would have
required all Connecticut hospitals to provide EC failed to pass.

For more information, please click the link below:

http://www.boston.com/news/local/connecticut/articles/2006/05/02/poll_catholics_su
pport_morning_after pill legislation/?pl=email to_a friend

The Massachusetts Emergency Contraception Network provides a forum for those interested in improving
access to and knowledge of emergency contraception - including medical providers, community
organizations, and government agencies - to share ideas, coordinate resources, and maximize the impact of
our work on the shared public health goal of reducing unintended pregnancies.

For more information concerning the Massachusetts Emergency Contraception Network please contact 617
556 8800 x15, or stacie@prochoicemass.org.




